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REACH FOR THE

MIKE CLARK returns to the Isle of Skye for the first time in 25 years, and is left awestruck
by the diversity of the diving on offer

Photographs by MIKE CLARK
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“Small fish were darting around and with the beautiful reef,
crystal water and bright white sand, this dive was stunning
and | would have happily dived it all week!"

CONGER CREVICE

This dive wos

iid have to be brilliant to live up to the moming div

Macleor idens. Initially | didn't think it could. Vis wa

metres, but the site was fantastic and threw up some close encounters
AT a depth of around 18m, a horlzontal fault in the rock opens up a gap

no greater than 50¢m tall.This was Conger Cravice and it didn't take me

lang to find the first conger. | was last diver in the water and | had to walt
a long time tefore the eel moved forward again and stuck its head ina

spot where | could photograph it. Atter 30 minutes | had the shot and |

| had to ascend. | also spotted a small wrasse that | was

not familiar with, It tuy aout to be a rack caok, which has some n2on

blue stripes aver its face and tady. | took some time to photagraph this
fish and | was concentrating so hard on this task that it was only later
when editing my images that | noticed the background tull of luminous

green jewel anemones, After all this graphy | had built up some

leco stops. While | hung about | looked closer at the walls. In spaces

between the kelp |

found some beautiful anemones and tiny, vivid rad

sea scarpions. | didn't quite make it aroun n with the
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at dive.
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seals, but | had experienced a g
Bz

to Stein we

d, a minke whale ¢ Semartimeratin !_I‘A,' Heading back

¢ 0N bod

e cetaceans and another sea eagle, Even the sun

' Mo

came out and we caught a glimpse of it setting in the west, What a day

Serious rain had returmed for the following day and the tops of the

big cliffe were shrauded in murk and low cloud. We travelled in the same
diraction as the day before but we stopped at a deep reef just off of Nelst

The morning would see us travelling even further afield. We would head
past the turbulent, tiagal water 2round Neist Point Lighthouse. Othenaise

the sea was calm and we saw daolphin and porpoise on our trip, The sea

cliffs on Skye are spectacular and it was on a rock pinnacle here that we

spotted our first white-talleg s2a eagle. You may be on toard for a dive
trip, but expect to see a lot of wildiife above the waves, too. Armving at

our destination MaclLeod’s Maidens, three large pinnacles of rock form sea

stacks, and otfshore a reef tull of qullies can be '-'-;q‘l.‘:"—" )

MACLEOD'S MAIDENS
This was a descent through clear blue water to just aver 24m. Vis was su
per at 15 metres. Clean sand yan into the mouth of a large qully. | finned
along the reet at the edge of the sand and soon spotted sea hares and
wdibranchs. This was nudibranch heaven, Then | saw a huge pair of eyes
and noted a father lasher (short-spined sea scorpion), | had not seen one
of those for a while. Small fish were darting around and with the beaurtiful
reef, crystal water and bright white sand, this dive was stunning and |
woulkd have happily dived it all week! | could then venture inta the gullles,
which | had mainly ignored on my nudibranch hunt

In the Interval we explored the stacks and sea caves full of sea birds
and seals. All eyes were an the next site though, A small island in the
distance, An Tuphsgeir. At the rear of the island, 2 lagoon has formed

|

and this is full of common and gray seals. Cur dive site was on the other

<ide of the island and it's renowned as the top dive in the area. It's called

“I took some time to photograph this fish and | was
concentrating so hard on this task that it was only later
when editing my images that | noticed the background full
of luminous green jewel anemones”
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t and larg h of ¢ [ specimens darted past on th
edge of the vIS. Next | was d 20Ser-Spotte 1GQ . Thi u hed
nto the tige to land a few metres an nthe reef f snding t \
ligntly the il Becomes more vertical with huge slaps of rock sticking
t atright ang o the tide. Soft cora e £ thing here and
I Vere maore cUCKoOD Wi e 1o De seen b N CUT DACK INTO The
yvered ClifTs and « e Cra N 100STer wen nmon SiIgn
1531 ergy site with the chance of seein ne 1 fist
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THE CHADWICK
hn fthe ck left 1o explore than | had hoped | let it settle down for

but this was ni
1 elther end of the wall I’Y!“'r‘ < ¢

There was mu
auiiles at «ith
1 10m, whic

0 expecteg aco 1
152, Anuptumed sectior Ty covers a small boder and the Wy 10 S
ains of the endgine n of the wr was the stem Iscent, Dut the top of the pinnacie runs out at arounad
and its large prop. This is a very tidal area and slack water is req 1o ol decompress iooking at the kelp wdibr
five 1h G Kk water occurs two hours after high water and two Back on board the boat e 1around I
104 1o v owat 1DOD 2 10 the high energy, solt corals cover where we could view golden eagles, We found the nest but the chicks
the wreck. Add to that the large pollack and ballan wrasse that are found had fledged already and we didn't see them. We had to make do with
1 M kK and the Nak ) Very nice sCenic ' wWreck give porgoise r Comparny as we heaaed far the f vee 0f the t . Just
Other divers on the trip finned into a shallow qully at the end of the di nutside Lach Bay, the dive site Ardbeg was found.
and were treated to a tantastic display of ipwel anemones in every colour
maginable Next time | will make sure | find that ARDBEG
Back on the dack na O, the rain pelted down and we passed a This was another pinnack sticking up in the tide and we were able 1o
1 angd glum-laoking sea eaglie on the way back 1o Stein dive its leeward side. Vis dropped a little to esght metres and we all felt
The last day of the trip dawned ve neaded off aut up the 'Water that the water temperature went down too. The top of the pinnacle was
1sh Peninsular again. We headed further arou nonaay one and v t &m and the seafloor was at 18m. The 1 |Ot OfF Sy Tult 1O be
arrived at the site Christened by ski r Gordon as the Tumbie Dryer Seen nere - 583 scorplans, starfish, crabs and nud 1] Kept us Inter
ed. The sandy seatloor, however, is home to a good few scallops and
TUMBLE DRYER some divers were thinking more of their tummies and tilled a hag for the
Nathing was visible abave the surface at this site, we were a ) it off ¢ cent of the Elena Cs lagader was
n } 101 K we the surface. Below us wasan piNnna with COL Nature love
wail that T a1 k seafi Ke ) 1 the top of the pinnac 1 and por e. Gordon ook
taroun am. The wall t 1own from this to a max depth of und fL \ nd we the
n. | lixed this dive and | n finding ni rqe nudibranct 18| XDErIen nitselt
this ne it site for them. What made the give tor me though was 23 the H £5 - it won't
i don't think | would have seenit he 25 yearst 1 again



